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The perspective lies in an intangible shadow.

But if the rising sun by its effulgent rays should

dispell this faint and disturbing hint of night

tlie whole world will bend a prayerful knee.

December, 5, 1921, will be emblazoned on the

pnges of history in letters of flaming gold.

Ireland, the Mother of Liberty, has long spread

her sons over the globe in an effort to satisfy

the gnawing of free heart, while she, the

Mother, starved and grew gaunt. With totter-

ing feet and streaming eyes she uttered piteous

and appealing cries for aid. Her noble sons

with undying devotion and consuming love beat

long and hopelessly against the terrible might

of a mailed fist. After centuries of despairing

strife and impoverishing hardships she sees with

unrestrained joy victory perched upon her fray-

ed and tattered banners.

It is not our purpose to apportion individual

.honors. To do so would work a cruel injustice

on myriads of patriots and martyrs that have

died "unhonored, unwept, unsung" in this great

cause.

Already the news of this notable victory has

spread over the civilized world. The prospects

of the new Ireland have already changed the

face of civilization, effacing age old wrinkles

with the radiance of unaffected joy."

«ERIN FREE*'

HOW brightly must burn the bonfires on hill

and dale in the Emerald Isle ! From each

Irishman's heart ascends directly a hymn
of devotional prayer. Ireland at last is a re-

cognized nation.

On the morning of December, 6, 1921, long

before the mists in the English Channel were

permeated by the gray dawn, "a treaty between

Ireland and Great Britian" was signed. The
treaty, consisting of eighteen articles, gives Ire-

land the title of the Irish Free State, and the

same constitutional status as Canada, Australia

and other overseas dominions. While the agree-

ment has yet to run the qauntlet of the Ulster-

ites and of the Imperial Parliament, circum-

stances point to an early ratification. It is grati-

fying to know that Ulster's approval is not in-

stantly required.

Some of the outstanding features of the treaty

are those giving the Irish Free State right to fix

customs, tariffs, aTid finance; and freedom to

settle its home affairs without interference from

any external influence. Ulster is to be included

in the plan of this novel Irish Democracy, but

has the privilege of seceding within one month
and reverting to its present position, should Sinn

Fein fail to assure the Orangemen of good in-

tentions. This has ever been the plea of Eam-
onn de Valera, President of the Irish Republic,

that if the North would but agree to the nucleus

of his arrangement, i. e., a united Ireland, the

South would immediately display so great a

spirit of fraternity as would persuade Ulster fb

cast its lot with Sinn Fein.

Now that the troublous situation is about to

pass from the scene, a word concerning the causes

for today's joy is forthcoming. Emmet's tomb
need not remain uninscribed; his epitaph is

about to be written. And why? From the time

of Brian Boru's repulsion to the invading Danes
down through the days of Grattan and O'Con-
nell, even to MacSwiney, Irishmen the world

over cherished their indomnitable and gleaming

ideal, "Erin Go Bragh,"
—

"Ireland Forever."

"^J. E. H.


